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JO H N  RO S S M AT H E S O N  A WA R D  

At the 137th Annual Ses-
sion of Supreme Council 
held last September, Val-
ley of Barrie member 
Douglas Jagges was pre-
sented with the most pres-
tigious John Ross Mathe-
son Award.  This Award is 
presented to a select few 
within our Scottish Rite 
fraternity òwho best ex-
emplify a continued com-
mitment of distinguishing 
service to our community, country, and 
mankindó.   Doug is the very first John 
Ross Matheson Award winner from the 
Valley of Barrie - and one of only 21 
individuals to have been awarded it 
since its inception in 2000.  

Doug and Marg were honoured at the 
Sovereign Grand Commanderõs Banquet 
in Thunder Bay on September 16th 
where Doug was presented with the 
Award by Matthew F. Todd.  This is a 
tremendous honour and we congratu-
late Doug wholeheartedly! 

While Dougõs many accomplishments 
are far too numerous to list in their en-

tirety, highlights include 
his active involvement in 
many community groups 
such as the Red Cross, 
Gryphon Theatre, Barrie 
Downtown Board, United 
Way, Victoria Village, 
Allandale Recreation Cen-
tre and the United 
Church.  He also served as 
an Alderman for the City 
of Barrie from 1978-1980. 

Doug was the driving force in getting 
our Learning Centre up and running in 
Barrie, and he continues to sit on the 
Board of Directors (Vice-Chairman) and 
plays a prominent role  in the operation 
of the Centre.  

Doug is a member and Past Master of 
Corinthian Lodge No. 96 in Barrie, and 
has also served as Treasurer and Secre-
tary.  He was Appointed Deputy Direc-
tor of Ceremonies of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada in the Province of Ontario in 
1997.  A member of all three bodies of 
Scottish Rite in the Valley of Barrie, 
Doug was Coroneted an Honorary In-
spector-General in 2005 in Toronto. 
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2013 Annual Session 
As announced at the Fall Consistory Reunion, the Valley of Barrie may be hosting the 2013 
Annual Session of Supreme Council.  A proposal will be finalized in the very near future 
and submitted to Supreme Council for consideration.  If approved, we will be moving very 
quickly to organize committees and begin the planning process.  Ill Bro. John Imrie 33° has 
agreed to serve as the General Chairman of the Session, and we thank him very much.  
John will be relying on the support of our membership to ensure a successful Session. 



PAGE 2 T H E  T R I A N G L E 

POLAR BEAR LOTTERY W INNERS 

The Polar Bear Lot-
tery awarded $48,000 
in cash to 5 lucky win-
ners ð Brian Wiles, 
Shanty Bay; Cec 
Mymko, Parry Sound; 
Mervyn McCormick, 
Alliston; and Marilyn 
Bartwick, Barrie won 
the Early Bird Draws 
of $2,000 each.  

The $40,000 Grand 
Prize was won by 
Chris Wiwchar of Bar-
rie. 

But the biggest winner 
was our Learning Cen-
tre for Dyslexic Chil-
dren at 99 Morrow 
Road. The net pro-
ceeds of $12,000 will 
help sustain operations 
for the next year. 

òI wish it was more 
money for the Learning Centreó, said John Slessor, Chairman of the Polar Bear Lottery, òbut for the first year we did 
pretty well and weõre grateful for the support of the members and friends. Weõre proud of the effort and the results.ó 

John went on to announce that the ôPolar Bear Lottery ð 2012õ will start immediately.   This yearõs Lottery will feature 
even more cash prizes with 8 Early Bird Draws ($1,000 each), a Grand Prize of $20,000, an additional draw for 
$10,000, and 2 more of $5,000 each. 

According to Chairman Slessor, òIf the Learning Centre is to continue being a success, we need more ticket sellers and 
greater participation from the Valley. Our goal this year is to sell all 1000 tickets.ó  John is appealing to all members of 
the Valley to step forward and assist with this worthy project.  

One of five Learning Centres operating in Canada, our volunteer tutors assist children suffering from dyslexia.  We 
currently have 12 young people receiving free tutoring, with many more on a waiting list. 

Tickets are on sale now with the first Early Bird Draw coming up in January.  Call John Slessor at 905-895-2351. 

Hymn Sing 

Dentist's Hymn: òCrown Him with Many Crownsóé Weatherman's Hymn: òThere Shall Be Showers of Blessingsóé  Contractor's 

Hymn: òThe Churchõs One Foundationóé The  Golfer's Hymn: òThere's a Green Hill Far Awayóé Optometrist's Hymn: òOpen 

My Eyes That I Might Seeóé The Gossip's Hymn: òPass It Onóé The Realtor's Hymn: òI've Got a Mansion, Just Over the Hill-

topóé The Massage Therapists Hymn: òHe Touched Meóé And the Revenue Canada Hymn: òI Surrender Alló.  
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The 2011 Polar Bear Lottery Early Bird Draw 
Winners were: 

1st Early Bird Draw won by Brian Wiles - ticket 
sold by Cal Madill (right) 

 

2nd Early Bird Draw won by Cec Mymko - 
ticket sold by Ivan Nicksy (above) 
 
3rd Early Bird Draw won by Mervyn McCor-
mick - ticket sold by Herb Oliver (left) 
 
4th Early Bird Draw won by Marilyn Bartwick 
- ticket sold by Alison Goodman (below) 

POLAR BEAR LOTTERY õEARLY BIRDõ WINNERS  

2012 Polar Bear Lottery Prizes 

8 - $1,000 Early Bird Draws 

1 - $20,000 Grand Prize 

1 - $10,000 Bonus Prize 

2 - $5,000 Bonus Prizes 

1st Early Bird Draw January 13th!!! 

Grand Prize & Bonus Draws August 18th!!! 
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Congratulations 
go out to Luke 
Pletsch - the very 
first graduate of 
the Barrie Learn-
ing Centre.  Pic-
tured with his 
tutor for the past 
two years, Bill 
Martin, Luke was 
honoured at the 
Reception for our Sovereign Grand Commander this past June. 

Luke started attending our Learning Centre in the fall of 2009 - in 
fact he was our first student selected.  Lukeõs mother, Faye, reports 
that the tutoring he received has had a dramatic impact on his life 
and in particular his ability to read the written word.  Luke 
started Grade 9 in Mount Forest this fall and is doing great!  He 
even scored an ôA-õ on his first written essay. 

While there may not be a cure for dyslexia, the tools we provide 
these young people allow them to cope with their learning disabil-
ity - they are intelligent kids who really want to learn.  To hear of 
their experiences and the difference our Learning Centres makes in 
their lives is most gratifying.  We can be very proud of our Learn-
ing Centre and the work we do.  We are blessed with a team of 
dedicated individuals who give so much of their time - all on a 
strictly volunteer basis!  Special mention must be made of our 
Learning Centre Director, Ross Martin, ably assisted by his wife 
Lois.  They are the glue that holds everything together with the 
help of an active and supportive Board of Directors, an amazing 
fundraising team, those who volunteer their time each week - and 
of course the tutors!  We couldnõt do any of it without our tutors. 
Their dedication, care and concern for their students is absolutely 
breathtaking, and we owe each of them a huge debt of gratitude. 

The Barrie Learning Centre is currently tutoring 12 children - and 
there will many more graduates to come.  But there will always be 
a special spot reserved for our first one - Luke Pletsch.  Congratu-
lations, Luke, and best of luck in the years ahead. 

Be on the lookout for more about Luke in the next edition of the 
Clarion. 

O U R  1S T G R A D U AT E  

Are you receiving Scottish Rite material elec-

tronically?  You can, you know, and it will help 

save us money in printing and mailing costs! 

Just contact our Grand Secretary at (705-722-

0432) or at scottishrite@bellnet.ca 

Flatter me, and I may not believe you. Criticize 
me, and I may not like you. Ignore me, and I may 
not forgive you. Encourage me, and I will not  
forget you.  
William Arthur Ward  


